b €D
FrbL, R AAEERIX B EEERE N0, EIe e IR R I 3R
—— #{AkTS 10:35

KB F%1515:

BTk, B+ A AREERARE
FEEHC, 2—1&&& A %
L E A

HIARZE 10:35

Therefore do not cast away your
confidence, which has great reward.
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DON’T LET GO

Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. — Hebrews 10:35,
NKJV

Hey Rock Kidz! Today, let’s talk about dogs. How many of these dog breeds do you recognize?
Some breeds are known for being small, like the Chihuahua. While other breeds are known
for their great size, like the Great Dane. Did you know that dogs are known for more than just
their different shapes or sizes?

For example, some dogs are known to be friendly and gentle like the Retriever. While others
are known for their obedience and loyalty, like the German Shepherd. Others, like the
Bloodhound have excellent noses that can smell at least a thousand times better than us
humans.

Dogs also have stronger jaws than us. Their jaws are so strong they have no trouble chomping
on bones. Some dogs also show their jaw strength by simply not letting go. Once they get a
hold of what they want, they cannot be easily shaken off. How many of you agree that this is
an excellent trait for a guard dog to have? No matter how hard the burglar tries to get away,
the guard dog just keeps hanging on and won’t let go until it gets what it’s after.

This reminds me of a Bible verse in Hebrews 10: 35, “So do not throw away this confident
trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you!” (NLT) Just like the guard dog
that refuses to let go until it gets what it’s after, this verse tells us to hang on to our faith in
our good, good God. Hang on, don’t give up. Don’t let go of what you’re believing the Lord
for. Why? Because of the great reward it brings you.

Today’s Bible lesson is about two men who hung on to what they were believing for. They
did not let go, even when others try to shake them off. The first man was poor, blind
Bartimaeus, who sat by the roadside begging. We know no one cared much about him
because they didn’t even call him by his name. Everyone just called him “Bartimaeus”, which
means “son of Timaeus”. It’s hard enough not being able to see. But imagine being treated
like an invisible nobody as well. Poor Bartimaeus.

Then one day, Jesus passed by. Bartimaeus heard, the sound of the crowd. You can be sure
the poor blind beggar sat up and paid attention because the next thing that happened was
that Bartimaeus started to shout, “Jesus! Son of David, have mercy on me!” he cried.
Bartimaeus knew that this was his chance to be healed, to be able to see! But his shouting
upset the people. “Be quiet!”, many of them scolded.

Now, some of us might feel embarrassed for shouting so loudly. And some of us might feel
bad when we are scolded. But not Bartimaeus, he was not going to let anyone shake him off

from the healing he wanted. The more the people warned him and told him to stop, the
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louder he cried out for Jesus. Nothing was going to make him let go of the healing he was
after. “Jesus, Son of David! Have mercy on me!” he cried again and again. Jesus heard him
and stopped. “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked. “Master,” Bartimaeus said,
“I want to see.” It was a good thing that Bartimaeus shouted for help. It was a good thing that
Bartimaeus didn’t let go and kept believing because Jesus said, “Go your way, your faith has

III

made you well.”. And just like that, Bartimaeus was not blind anyone. He could see!

Let’s flip our Bible to Hebrews 10:35. It says, “So do not throw away this confident trust in
the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you!” (NLT) What a happy day it must have
been for Bartimaeus. Just hanging on to his trust in the Lord and refusing to let go, he got the
great reward he was after.

The next person who also had a won’t-let-go faith was Caleb. Remember him? When Moses
sent twelve spies to check out the land that God promised to give them, Caleb was one of
them. When ten spies saw the giants and panicked, Caleb hung on to God’s promise and
wanted to go immediately to take the land. Caleb was not afraid because he believed that
God would defeat the giants for them. The giants were big, but God was bigger. But because
the people were too afraid, instead of claiming God’s promises for themselves, the Israelites
wandered in the wilderness for forty years.

And so for all those years, Caleb did not get to take the land that God had promised him. By
the time they defeated their enemies and settle down in the Promised Land, Caleb was
already eighty-five years old. What a long time to wait! You can suppose that if we had to
wait so long, some of us would just give up or forget what was promised in the beginning.
But not Caleb. Sure, he had waited for more than forty years, but he still hung on to every
promise that God had made. Instead of letting go, Caleb the eighty-five-year old, went to
Joshua and asked for Hebron the hill territory that he knew God had given him. Caleb said,
“Give me this mountain.” Caleb was so confident that Hebron was his to claim that he did
not consider how old he was or even how many giants were still in the land.

Look what Caleb said. Joshua 14: 11-12 says, “ | am as strong now as | was when Moses sent
me on that journey, and | can still travel and fight as well as | could then. So give me this
hill country that the LORD promised me. You will remember that as scouts we found the
descendants of Anak living there in great, walled towns. If the LORD is with me, | will drive
them out of the land, just as the LORD said.” (NLT)

Wow! Even all those years later, Caleb clung on to his won’t-let-go faith. Imagine Caleb’s joy
when he finally conquered the mountain that he asked for. After all the delays, challenges
and disappointments that stood in his way, all that God promised was finally his to possess.

Let me tell you what happened to a man and his wife who refuse to let go of the blessings

they wanted to see. They were both teachers in Rock Kidz. Both of them wanted a big family
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with many children. But one day, the wife had a bad pain in her stomach area. The doctor
said, “Something is terribly wrong, we will need to operate.” After the operation, there was
more bad news. “Because of this problem, ” the doctor said, “you won’t be able to have
children of your own.” The couple were shocked and upset at first, but instead of focusing on
the bad news, they chose to keep listening to the good news of God’s faithful love and
promises for them.

They hung on to God’s word. “Children are a gift from the Lord”, “They are a reward from
Him”, they reminded themselves often.

Time passed, but they still did not have the children they long for. But the couple refused to
let go of their hope for a baby. Instead of feeling discouraged, they continue to look to Daddy
God for their miracle. Then God did the impossible for them, the wife became pregnant, and
their first baby was born. A few years after that, their second child arrived.

Wow! From not being able to have any children at all, the Lord gave them two lovely children.
How glad they were for not letting go of God’s good promises for them.

Rock kidz, what do we learn today? We learned that Daddy God wants us to have a faith that
doesn’t let go. He wants us to have a faith that keeps on believing that He is good. Hebrews
10: 35 say, “ So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great
reward it brings you!” Even when things don’t work out the way you want, don’t throw away
your confident trust in the Lord. Things may sometimes not work out the way you want, and
you may feel discouraged and people may say things or do things that might make you angry.
Don’t hold on to these feelings of discouragement or anger. Feelings can come and feelings
can go. Just don’t throw away your confident trust in the Lord. Trust that daddy God loves
you and that He is with you and for you. Trust that surely all things will work together for
your good. We can have a faith that doesn’t let go because He never lets go of us and His
work will never fail us. And as you keep on trusting Him, God’s word says that you will receive
a great reward. You shall see Him answer you at the best time and in the best possible way.
And all of Rock kidz say “Amen!”
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Up next, we'll be taking a look at this week’s key learning points, you can pause this video to
copy them down on your notebook as powerful reminders to encourage you as you go about
a new week.

KEY LEARNING POINTS:

1 Daddy God wants us to have a faith that doesn’t let go. He wants us to keep believing
that He is good.

2 We don’t throw away our confident trust in the Lord even when things get tough.

3 Keep trusting Him because He will surely answer us at the best time and in the best
possible way.

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died,
was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my
sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my
Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In Jesus
‘name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”

Theme of the Week:

Never give up; God’s great reward; blind Bartimaeus; Caleb
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