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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new.

2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV
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ALL THINGS MADE NEW

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is new creation; old things have passed away; behold,
all things have become new. ----2 Corinthians 5:17, NKJV

Hey Rock Kidz, can you guess what this is? If you said “water coming out of the drain”, you’re
right! If you scooped some of this water into a drinking glass, it would like this. Nasty looking
with suspicious brown bits floating about. Ew! But what if we sieved it? Would this water be
safe to drink? How a bout if we did this? No, it would still be very yucky!

But guess what? Scientists and engineers in Singapore have actually found a way to make
dirty water clean enough to drink. To do this, dirty water is passed through special filters to
catch the dirt. The filters are so advanced that every single bit of dirt is removed. Then, using
special ultraviolet light to kill all remaining bacteria and viruses, the filtered water is
disinfected. It is so clear and clean you can drink it straight from the tap. The transformation
is so amazing that unless you know what happened, you can hardly believe that it was once
yucky sewage water.

Rock Kidz, changing nasty, dirty water into clean drinking water is wonderful, but changing
someone’s heart is even more amazing. Today’s Bible lesson is about a man who had a
change of heart. This man was Saul. When we first meet him in the Book of Acts, Saul was
not someone you want to hang out with, especially if you were a Christian. You see, Saul
hated anyone who believed in Jesus. He hated Jesus’ followers so much he wanted to arrest
and punish all Christians in Jerusalem.

Saul was so nasty, he wanted to catch the Christians in faraway places as well. Acts 9 tells us
that he went to the high priest to ask for letters, giving him the power to arrest Christians in
the city of Damascus. So there he was, on the way to Damascus when this happened! A very
bright light coming from heaven suddenly shone around him. Saul was so startled, he fell to
the ground. Then he heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you fighting against me?” Saul
asked, “Who are You, Lord?” Imagine how shocked Saul got when the voice answered, “l am
Jesus, the one you are trying to hurt.” Whoa. The Jesus he did not believe in and hated was
very real and alive. For the first time in his angry life, Saul met our loving Saviour for himself.

When Saul got up and opened his eyes, he could not see. One of his companions had to lead
him by the hand all the way to Damascus. There, a man of God laid hands on Saul and prayed
for him. Instantly, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes. He could see again! More
amazing than that, Saul’s heart and angry heart, became filled with joy. He saw for himself
how everything he had heard about our Lord Jesus was true. He now believed that Jesus was

the Son of God. From hunting down Christians to arrest them, he started telling others the
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good news of Jesus and all that he had done. At first, the other believers were still afraid and
unsure of Saul. Was the change for real? But when they saw how he preached about Jesus so
boldly, they accepted that he was a totally different person from the man who used to be so
against them. It was like he had become a new man.

Later, Paul would write in 2 Corinthians 5: 17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” From Saul,
the enemy of Christians, he became Paul, the champion for Jesus. From hating Jesus so much,
he became someone who loved Jesus completely. In fact, Paul became a mighty preacher
and teacher for Christ and wrote many of the books in the New Testament. What an amazing
transformation!

Let’s look at our verse again and see what it means for you and me. “Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, he is new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become
new.” Anyone who believes in Jesus becomes a new creation. When we believe in Jesus, His
blood washes away all our sin. This frees us from all the mess of our sinful way of thinking
and living, making us brand new.

Jesus transforms us from the inside out. His love fills us, and just like Saul who later became
Paul, we also get a change of heart. Sad and broken hearts don’t just get mended, they
become brand new! Mean and selfish hearts become caring and sharing. People trapped in
their bad habits become set free. When we believe in Jesus, we don’t just get saved from our
sin. When we believe in Jesus, we become brand new. So new that we are freed from our old
ways and have the power to be the Champion that God made us to be. Praise Jesus!

Let me tell you about a Rock Kidz boy who also experienced an amazing transformation. This
boy was a big bully. He would often push his classmates around and say unkind and bad
words at them. Sometimes he would even get into fights. Nobody liked him, and no one
wanted to be his friend. It was no wonder that he often felt alone and very sad.

One Sunday, a teacher in Rock Kidz noticed him and began talking to him. She prayed with
him and encouraged him to keep on coming to Rock Kidz. And so he did. Week after week,
he kept on listening to the good news of how Jesus loves him and how Jesus came to take
away his sins at the cross. He still wasn’t perfect in his behavior, but he knew that Jesus loved
him and forgave him even when he failed.

Then one day this boy told his Rock Kidz teacher all his struggles and how he wanted to
receive Jesus into his heart. The teacher prayed with him, and he believed that Jesus had
washed away all his sins and wrongdoings once and for all. From that day on, he was a

changed boy. Something happened on the inside of him, and he began to show great
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improvement in his behaviour. Week after week, he improved so much that his teacher
praised him and his classmates became friends with him. His mother was so amazed that she
told his Rock Kidz teacher. And his father was so impressed by his transformation that he
wanted to receive Jesus for himself. Wow! This boy was no longer a nasty bully. Today, he is
a Jesus kid who is blessing to those around him. Hallelujah!

Hey Rock Kidz, what good news we have heard today. We heard that when we have Jesus,
we are transformed from the inside out. The moment you believe in Jesus, all your sins are
forgiven and you become a new creation. Old things have passed away. All things have
become new. The best news is that you won’t have to struggle to be this new and different
person because it won’t be about you changing yourself. No. if we had the power to do this.,
would have done it ourselves a long time ago. This is why we need Jesus in our hearts and in
our lives. When you put your trust in Jesus and invite Him to be your Lord and Saviour, His
love fills your heart with so much love and joy that you’ll be changed from the inside out. All
the bad habits and behaviour that you don’t like about yourself will fade away.

Do people tell you that you’re always clumsy or forgetful? Maybe you’re been told that you
are lazy or that you are no good. The next time someone tells you, “Why are you always so
naughty?” or “Why are you always so angry?” don’t just stand there feeling sad and helpless.
Even if what they say is true, you don’t have to be that kid anymore. You are a new creation.
Old behaviour that got you in trouble has passed away. Old ways of thinking and speaking
have gone too. All things have been made new. Say, “l am a Jesus kid. | am not that old kid
anymore. Old things have passed away. | am the righteousness of God in Christ.” Let’s believe
what the Bible says and let our good, good God change us from the inside out. So when
people see the difference in us and ask, “Wow! What happened to you?” we can smile at
them and say, “Jesus happened. He made all things new for me.” And all of Rock Kidz say,
“Amen!”

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who
died, was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away
all my sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to
be my Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In
Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”

10



Keyword Labels:

New Creation; Jesus; Christ; Saul; Paul; dirty water; clean drinking water

11



