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Wisdom is the principal thing;
Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get understanding.

Proverbs 4:7, NKJV
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MAKE WISDOM YOUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY
Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding. —Proverbs 4:7, NKJV

Hey rock Kidz! If | asked you to draw a picture of a tree, would it be a simple tree like this? Or more like this, with
branches? Recently, | met an artist friend of mine and | said, “Draw me a picture of a tree, make it as complete as
you can.” This is what | got. Wow ... beautiful, right? The tree has a big, strong trunk with lots of branches. It has
leaves, and blossoms, and fruit. But guess what? A very important part of this tree is missing from this picture. Can
you figure out what it is? That’s right. The drawing is not complete because the roots are missing.

Even though we can’t see the roots growing underground, the roots are a very important part of the tree. Roots
absorb and transport water and minerals from the ground to feed the tree. Roots also anchor the tree firmly to the
ground without the roots, that the tree would soon dry up and maybe even topple over. A tree cannot grow properly
if the roots are no good. So even though we can’t see them, the roots of the tree are actually very important to the
life of a tree.

Did you know that Bible tells us that there is something that is actually very important to us? In fact, it is so
important that the Bible tells us that it is the number one thing that we want in our lives. Want to know what it is?
Let’s read Proverbs 4:7 together. It says, “Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your
getting, get understanding.” There’s the answer right there. Wisdom is the principal thing. “Principal” means “most
important”, or “number one”. So when the Bible tells us that wisdom is the most important or number one thing we
need to get, we want to sit up and pay attention. But what exactly is wisdom? To answer this question, let me start
by telling you what wisdom is not.

Wisdom is not just about being clever, or getting good grades, or being the smartest kid in class. Do we want to be
clever and get good grades? Yes! Do we want to be the top student and win prizes and awards? Yes, yes, yes! But
being wise is so much more than just being clever or smart. Being clever helps us with our grades, but being wise
helps us in every area of our lives, and that includes our studies too. Wisdom not only helps us to understand things,
but also teaches us the right thing to do at the right time and at the right place.

For example, when a friend gets mad at us, is it wise to get mad back at him too? No. Returning anger with anger is
never the way to go. Proverbs 15:1 tells us that this only makes things worse. It says, “A soft answer turns away
wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” And is it wase that we would rather play games on our phones instead of
finishing our homework? Look at this verse, and the answer is clear. Provers 10:4. “He who has a slack hand becomes
poor, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.

Wisdom tells us the consequence of slacking off. But the good news is that it also tells us the reward for being
hardworking. And what happens when we are tempted to take what doesn’t belong to us? Well, you and | know that
this is called ‘stealing’, and that steading is wrong. You can be the smartest kid around, but if you don’t have the
wisdom to make the right choice in life, you’ll find yourself getting into all kinds of trouble. Wisdom is the principal
thing. Make wisdom your number one priority, and everything else will fall into place.

Remember the tree we looked at earlier? Imagine yourself as this tree with wisdom as your roots. Just as a tree
depends on its roots to grow strong and healthy and produce lots of fruits, Proverbe 4: 7 tells us that we need to
make wisdom our number one priority. This is because when we have wisdom, all the good fruit that comes with
wisdom are ours to enjoy. Like good grades, good friends, happiness, good health and fun times too. To have every
good thing in life, we don’t have to chase after the fruit. We settle the root. Take care of the root and the tree will
stand tall, be healthy and produce much fruit. Good fruits come from good trees, and what do good trees have?
That’s right! Good roots. Settle the roots and the fruit will grow.



Now, let’s look at King Solomon. Remember him? The Bible tells us that apart from Jesus, Solomon was the wisest
man who ever lived. Solomon was such a successful king that other kings came to pay him respect and give him
precious gifts. He was also the richest man who ever lived. How did Solomon become such a successful king? The
answer is that Solomon settled the most important thing first, even before he became king! As soon as Solomon
knew he was going to be the next king, Solomon asked God for wisdom. Instead of going, “Ooh loo at me, I'm so
great! I'm going to be the next king!” Solomon said, “Help | look to You, Lord. I’ m just a child and don’t know what
to do. Teach me how to be king. | need Your wisdom!” and that was just what God did.

God gave Solomon His wisdom. In fact, the Bible tells us God was so pleased with Solomon’s request that He also
gave Solomon riches and honour as well. Right from the start, Solomon was smart enough to make wisdom his
number one priority. With wisdom, everything else fell into place. With wisdom Solomon achieved greatness and
became a very powerful and wealthy king.

Let me tell you about a teacher from Rock Kidz learned something very wise from her dad. When she was still in
school, she used to dilly-dally before getting anything done. If her mum said, “Tidy your room,” she would put if off
until evening, which just made her mum mad! If she was given homework on Monday that was due on Friday, she
would only get going on Thursday night, which meant a big rush and not enough sleep. Things could have continued
this day, except that one day, her dad taught her a verse from Proverbs. “Do you see a man who excels in his work?
He will stand before kings. He will not stand before unknown men.” Her dad told her that the word “excel” meant
more than just being skilled excellent. It also meant being “ready” or “prompt”. This meant doing things on time. “Do
things promptly,” her dad said, “don’t leave things till the last minute. Plan ahead so that you have time to do
everything you need to do.” That day they prayed together and asked God for wisdom for her to be able to do the
right thing at the right time.

Soon she began to see a difference. She started to plan better and began to finish her tasks in good time. Her
parents and teachers started to notice the difference too. Best of all she begin to be well-like by everyone around
her, including her teacher, who liked how responsible she had become. Her teacher found her so responsible that
they even made her s student leader.

Hey Rock Kidz, what do we learn today? We learned that wisdom is the principal thing. Proverbs 4: 7 tells us, and you
might want to highlight this as well, “Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get
understanding.” This means that we want to make wisdom our number one priority. Before we get anything else, we
want to be sure that we get wisdom. We learned that when we get wisdom, we get everything else. Remember the
tree? Settle the root and you’ll enjoy the fruits. We also learnt that the way to get wisdom is to ask God. And when
you do. You can be sure that our good, good God will give you what you ask for. And much more. He will give you
favour with everyone you meet and good success in everything that you do. There is no need to chase after wealth
or success. Instead seek after, desire, and ask God for wisdom. Make wisdom your number one priority and every
other good thing will surely follow. So before we do anything else, let’s get our priorities right and ask the Lord for
tall the wisdom that we need. Let’s pray. Dear daddy God, we want Your wisdom. We thank You that just as You
gave wisdom to King Solomon, You also freely give to us today, we receive Your wisdom as our root, as our number
one priority, and we declare that we shall see good fruits in our lives. In Jesus’ name, amen!



