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CLOSE TO HIM

He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of Almighty. | will
say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in Him | will trust.” --Psalm 91: 1-2, NKJV

Hey Rock Kidz! This is a picture of a very famous place right here in Singapore. Can you guess where it is?
Yes! It's the Gardens by the Bay. All kinds of different plants can be found at Gardens by the bay. Many
of these plants come from faraway countries where the climates are very different from the one in
Singapore.

To help these plants grow well, they are kept in conservatories to protect them from the heat and the
humidity in tropical Singapore. These are the huge glass domes that we see at the Gardens. Inside these
giant conservatories, everything is done to make sure that the conditions are good for these precious
plants. The water is just right. The sunlight is just right. And even the temperature is controlled. Inside
the domes, it does not matter what the weather is like in the rest of Singapore. Even if it gets really hot,
or wet, or even windy outside, nothing affects the plants inside these special glass buildings.

On a stormy day, you can stand inside the conservatory and see everything that is happening outside.
You can see the storm clouds, you can see the heavy rain and the lightening. You might even hear the
thunder. You can see and hear all that is happening outside. But inside this protected place, you are safe
from the storm. Whatever happens outside cannot affect you because you are safe inside.

Today’s Bible story is about a place in the Bible, where God’s people were kept safe the dangers and
troubles that happened around them. This place was called Goshen. Goshen was in Egypt. We first hear
about Goshen in the story of Joseph in Genesis 45, when Joseph was the Prime Minister of Egypt. As
Prime Minister, Joseph was in charge of storing all the food in Egypt. This was a super important job,
because there was a terrible famine everywhere.

Look at the message In Genesis 45: 10-11 that Joseph sent to his dad, Jacob, who was struggling in the
land of Canaan: “You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your
children, your children’s children, your flocks and herds, and all that you have. There | will provide for

”

you ...

Wow! In a time when everyone was starving because there was no food, Joseph invited his family to live
in Goshen near to him, so that he could take care of them and give them all the food they needed. And
so Jacob and his whole family moved to Egypt and settled in Goshen. The Israelites stayed in Goshen for
almost 400 years, all the way to the time of Moses, where God’s people faced a different kind of
problem.

This was also the time when Moses told Pharoah to let God’s people go. You know the story ... each time
Moses said, “Let God’s people go!”, Pharoah said, “No!” Terrible things happened in the land of Egypt
during that time. All the water turned into blood, frogs showed up everywhere and millions of lice
attached the people. Then came the flies. But look what the Bible says about the land of Goshen. In
Exodus 8: 22-23, it says: “And in that day | will set apart the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell,



that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that you may know that | am the LORD in the midst of the
land. | will make a difference between My people and your people ...” There was no flies in Goshen.
Goshen was different because God had set it apart from the rest of Egypt. It would be set apart so
everyone would be see that it was under God’s own special protection! When other troubles came upon
Egypt, the Israelites living in Goshen continued to be protected.

The animals in Egypt got sick and died. But not in Goshen. Hail fell all oven Egypt. But not in Goshen.
When darkness covered the whole land of Egypt, all the Israelites in Goshen had light in their homes! It
was good to be in Goshen. Nothing that happened to the Egyptians affected the people or the animals in
Goshen, the place God had set apart for His special protection.

Now we come to the most exciting part of the story of Goshen. This is the part where we find out the
secret hidden in the name of “Goshen”. You see, the name “Goshen” means “drawing near”. To draw
near, means to come close, like this! In Goshen, God was near to His people. In Goshen, close to God,
the Israelites were safe from the troubles that happened in Egypt. In that place of closeness, they
received special protection that the world around them did not have.

Now that you know this, let me tell you the really good news for today. The good news is that we still
have this special place of closeness with our God, where we enjoy special protection. That’s right! The
really good news is that our place of closeness in not located on a map. Our place of closeness with the
Lord follows us wherever we go. Psalm 91 verse 1-2 says, and you can highlight this as well, “He who
dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of Almighty. | will say of the
LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in Him | will trust.”

God'’s people today still have a special place of closeness with our God, where we can draw near to Him.
Psalm calls it ‘the secret place of the Most High'. Just like a little child being hugged close in the arms of
big, strong Dad, when we dwell in this secret place, we just know for sure that we are so, so safe,
because we are so loved. Each time we pray and talk to the Lord, each time we sing praise and worship
to Him, and even when we remember His goodness and His love for us, we place ourselves in that
special place of closeness and protection.

Let me tell you what happened to a man from our church one day. He was a dentist, and one day while
he was in the middle of fixing a patient’s teeth, he heard some disturbing news. water was leaking in the
offices and stores around his clinic. Oh, no! what could he do? How could he protect his clinic? Then
suddenly, he remembered the promises of protection in Psalm 91. He quickly declared those promises
over himself and his clinic.

As soon as he could, he went out to see how his neighbours were doing. He was shocked to see their
ceiling boards broken and everything soaked with water. He went back to check on his own clinic, but to
his amazement, his clinic was completely dry! When the workers came to check on the water damage,
they could not believe that the clinic was not affected at all! The detist simply told them, “The Lord
protected me. Praise Jesus!”



What good news we have heard today! We heard that close to our good and loving God, there is a
special protection and safety. We saw that in the story of Goshen, where God set His people apart from
all troubles happening in Egypt. No matter how bad things got in Egypt, the people in Goshen were
spared. We also learned that the name “Goshen” means “drawing near”. This is good news for us
because today, our protection is not limited to an actual place on a map, but our protection is found
close to our loving Daddy God.

Psalm 91 tells us that when we dwell in the secret place of the Most High, we abide or stay under the
shadow of the Almighty. Maybe some of you are now asking, “But how do | stay close to God?” Well,
how do you stay close to the people you love? You spend time with them. You talk to them. You tell
them things, even things that you don’t tell anyone else because you trust them. So spend time with our
good, good God. Listen to His word. Read your Bible. Sing praises to Him. Talk to Him as well. Tell Him
the things that you would tell your bestest, best friend.

So when things happen around you, or to you, that make you go, “Oh, no!”, you don’t have to be afraid.
You are safe in the big, strong hug of our good and amazing God. And Just like that, you can relax,
snuggle up, even closer to your Daddy God and say, “You are my refuge. You are my fortress, My God, in
You | will trust!” And all of Rock Kidz say, “Amen!”

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died,
was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my
sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my
Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In
Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”



