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Be generous

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measure to you.

Luke 6:38, NIV

Hey Rock Kidz! Today, let’s start with some English expressions that have to do with our
hands! You know what green is and you know what a thumb is. But what is a ‘green thumb’?
That’s right-someone with a ‘green thumb’ is someone who is good with plants.

For example, you can say, “Mary’s garden is so beautiful. She must have a green thumb!”
What about this expression — ‘butterfingers’? Does having ‘butterfingers’ mean your fingers
are made of butter? No, having ‘butterfingers’ simply means you are clumsy with your
hands and you keep dropping what you’re carrying. For example, “don’t give harry the eggs!
He’s got butterfingers!”

Here’s the next one- ‘tight-fisted’. To be tight-fisted means to be stingy. A tight-fisted or
stingy person does not like to share. They hang on to whatever they have so tightly that to
get anything from them, it is as difficult as having to pry open this fist. For example, “Don’t
bother asking him. He is so tight-fisted he won’t even give you a cent.” Now, here’s the last
one! If ‘tight-fisted” means stingy, what do you think ‘openhanded’ means?

That’s right! IT means to be generous. Unlike the tight-fisted person who keeps everything
to himself, the openhanded person is not selfish, but happy to share. The openhanded
person is generous.

Today’s Bible story is about generosity and it takes place by the Lake of Galilee, during the
time when Peter was still a fishman. During this time Peter was still called by his old name-
“Simon” So that’s what we will call him too. So that’s what we will call him too.

One day, Simon was washing his nets as usual, when something unusual happen-a crowd
came to the beach! They were following Jesus. The crowd pressed in to get as close to Jesus
as they could. And soon, Jesus was surrounded by lots of people! There were two fishing
boats by the water so Jesus got into one of them. “Can | please borrow your boat?”

Jesus asked Simon, who was washing his nets nearby. “Push the boat a little way into the
water so | can teach from there.”

Now, when someone wants to borrow something from you, you have a choice.

You can say, “Yes ” and share what you have, or you can say, “No” and keep what you have
for yourself. That day, Simon had a choice. He could think to himself, “What! Push my boat
out? But | just pulled it in! Sorry, Sir. Try the other boat.” He could have, but he didn't.

That day, Simon shared what he had and let Jesus borrow his boat. When Jesus finished
teaching the people, He said to Simon, “Take the boat into the deep water. Put your nets
into water and you will catch some fish.” Imagine Simon’s surprise when he heard this. You
see, fishman all know that what the best time to catch fish not in the middle of the morning!



And the other thing that Simon knew was that Jesus was not a fishman like him. He could
have easily said, “Umm, sorry, but | don’t think so.” He could have but he didn’t.

Instead, Simon answered, “Master, we worked hard all night trying to catch fish and we
caught noting. But because you say so, | will let down my net.” And even though it didn’t
make much sense to him, that was just what Simon did. And once they were out in the
deep, Simon let down his net.

And look what happened next! Turn your Bibles to Luke 5, “And when they had done this,
they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. So, they signalled to their
partners in other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that
began to sink.” There was so much fish that the two boat started to sink! Wow! When
Simon gave Jesus his boat, he went from getting no fish at all, to having a net-breaking, boat
-sinking load of fish.

No wonder the Bible tells us in Luke 6:38, and you might want to highlight this as well,
“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed, shaken together, and running
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measure to
you.” This tells us that something happens when we give. When we give, our good, good
God promises to give to us! And look at the style of good and generous God! When Peter
gave Jesus his boat, Jesus gave him net-breaking, give and it will be given to you. Good
measure, measure, pressed down shaken together and running over! Our God never gives
us just enough. He always gives us the exceedingly, abundantly more than we can ask or
think. We belong to a generous God. He loves to give. So, when we give, when we are
generous like our God- our God is happy to give generously back when to us.

Let me tell you what happened when a boy from rock Kidz chose to be generous with his
precious cube. The cube was precious because it took him a long time to save up for it. He
was so pleased with it, he took it to school to show to his friends. One of his classmates
asked to have a look, but he played with it, the cube broke. The boy was sad about his
broken cube, but he saved up his money again and bought another cube. This time he did
not take it to school, but only play with it at home. His younger sister wanted to try, and
even though he didn’t really want anyone to touch his cube, he let her borrow it.

Then, she dropped it! He checked his cube. The pieces were loose and wobbly. The cube
was spoiled! He was upset! And the boy told his mum, “Look, Mum! You told me to always
share and now, look what happened!”

He wiped. “It was an accident. Accidents happen,” His mum answer, “I’'m sorry your cube
got ruined again, but you did the right thing. You share. Things didn’t work out good this
time, but you can still trust God to be good to you all the time.”

Two day later, he had a big surprise! A friend came up to him and said, “Hey | have a cube.
Want my old one? It still in good shape.” When he saw what his friend gave him, he was
very happy! Not only was the cube in good shape, but also was better model than the one
he bought himself, and it came with accessories as well. When his mum heard about it, she

10



said, “Wow! God is so good!” The boy just grinned and said, “Yup! We can always trust him

to be good to us!” Wow! This boy was so generous to share his cube with others, even when
he didn’t feel like it. And look at what he received at the end of the story.

Let’s look at our verse again: Give, and it will be given to you. But who gives to us? God
gives to us. We don’t have to depend on other people to give to us. We don’t have to frown
or fuss about how unfair things are. We don’t have to go, “Hmph! | always share my snacks
with him, but he never even offered his once!” No, we don’t have to be like this because we
trust our God to give to us. And when He gives, He gives big!

But what does the last line mean? For with the measure you use, it will be measure to
you.” This tells us that something happens when we give. Let me help you to understand.
Remember these hands? The tight-fisted person does not like to give, but the tight fist is
also nor ready to receive. The openhanded person is generous, and quick to share. But see
how ready the open hand is to receive! Luke 6:38 teaches us that God wants us to be
generous. Why? So that he can be even more generous back to us! A tight fist gives little,
but a tight fist receives little. An open hand gives much, but an open hand is ready to receive
all that God wants to give!

For with the measure that you use, it will be measured to you. Let’s be happy to givers and
sharers. Let’s enjoy giving, just like our good, good God. Our giving can be so much more
than just giving things that we can touch or hold. We can also give our time, our attention,
or our help. We can enjoy giving to others because no matter how generous we are, we
cannot ever match how generous our daddy God is to us. Amen!

Hey rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who
died, was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all
my sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be
my Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In
Jesus’ name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”
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