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THE GREATEST LOVE OF ALL

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have everlasting life. ——John 3:16

Hey Rock Kidz! Have you ever wondered what the word “passion” means? Most people think that it
means having a great love for something. Some people have a passion for music. Other may have a
passion for art. But did you know that the word “passion” comes from the word “passio”, which means...
wait for it... Suffering. What does suffering have to do with love? Well, some people have a passion for
running. They love it so much that they are willing to train every day. They don’t mind their feet hurting
or their muscles aching. When you love something so much, you are willing to suffer the pain that
comes with it.

This resurrection Sunday, let me tell you the story of the greatest love of all — a love so great that it
willingly took the greatest pain. This is why the story of Jesus going to the cross is sometimes called the
passion of Christ.

Let’s begin. Evening had fallen like a soft dark blanket covering Jerusalem. It was time for the Passover
feast, a time when God’s people remembered how long long ago, God brought them out of Egypt. Back
then, the blood of a lamb on their doorpost kept death away from their homes. Every Passover since,
they killed the lamb and ate it, “The lamb died in our place!” they said.

On this particular Passover night, more than 2,000 years ago, Jesus and His disciples gathered in a big
upstairs room. As everyone ate, Jesus quietly got up from the table. He poured water into a basin and
started to wash His disciples’ feet. Peter saw shocked. Only servant ever washed other people’s feet.
How could Jesus, the Son of God, do the job of a servant? “No, Lord,” said Peter, “You shall never wash
my feet.” “Peter, you don’t understand now,” Jesus answered. “But later, you will know.” One by one,
Jesus washed all the disciples’ feet. “I am doing this because | love you. Do this for each other too.”

Later that evening, Jesus took bread and broke it. He gave thanks saying, “this is my body given for you.
Eat it and remember Me.” Then Jesus held the cup and said, “This cup is a new agreement between God
and man. It starts with My blood which will be poured out for you.” Jesus looked at the faces of all his
disciples. How precious each of them was. Just like the first Passover lamb so long ago, he would die so
that they could live.

After supper, Jesus and His disciples left the house and went to a garden filled with olive trees. A cold
wind rustled through the trees. Jesus went a little distance from the disciples and started to pray. Jesus
knew the time for him to die was very near. Jesus knew that even though He had no sin, the sin of
everyone who ever lived, past, present and future would soon be upon Him. And the punishment the
world deserved, that punishment would land on Him. But even worse than that, was knowing that he
would be separated from His father’s love. How could sin ever go near a holy God? His heart felt like it
would break. “Abba! Father! Is there any other way?” But Jesus already knew the answer. Sinners had to
be punished. Only the sinless Son of God could pay the price that had to be paid. His blood was the only
way to save the world from sin. “Abba, | trust in you, | will do what you want.” Jesus got up and went
back to His disciples who were fast asleep. “Why are you sleeping?” Jesus said, “get up.”

Then they heard it. The sound of many footsteps. A glint of metal flashed in the moonlight. The soldiers
had come for Jesus. The Jewish leaders had brought the soldiers there. But Jesus was not afraid. “Do
what you came to do.” Calmly and quietly, He allowed the soldiers to take Him away. Jesus was brought



before the leader of the land. “Do You call Yourself the Christ?” they growled. “Are you the Son of God?”
“Yes,” Jesus said, “You are right when you say that | am.” “How dare you say that? Who do you think you
are?” The leader shouted. They were very angry with Jesus. And even though He had done no wrong,
they wanted Him to die. The people agreed. “Crucify Him,” they shouted. And so, Jesus, the only sinless
Man who ever lived, was sentenced to be crucified on the cross.

First, they beat Him again and again. Then they put a crown of thorns on His head. They made Jesus
carry a heavy wooden cross up the hill. Jesus stumbled and fell. But each time, He got up and carried on.
At the top of the hill, they nailed Jesus to the cross. Even breathing was difficult. But Jesus still prayed,
“Father, forgive them. They don’t know what they are doing.” “Ha!” the people laughed. “If You're really
the Son of God, save Yourself.” Of course, Jesus could save Himself. At any moment, He could have
called angels from heaven to come down and free Him. He had the power to come down on His own
anytime. But He chose to stay. This was the only way to save the world from sin. There was no other
way.

Above Him, the sky turned grey. The sun stopped shining, and a heavy darkness covered the land. Jesus
cried out, “My God, My God. Why have You left me?” For the first time the world began, there was no
answer. God had turned his back on Jesus. The punishment that should have been ours, fell on Him
instead. In that moment, he could no longer call God, Father. There on the cross, an amazing exchange
happened. Jesus took all the punishment our sin deserved. And in exchange, He gave us every good
thing that belongs to Him, the love of his Father, his righteousness before God, and every blessing that
God wanted to give. When it was all done, Jesus raised His head and cried out, “It is finished!” He had
paid the price. Every sin every man had ever done, past, present and future, had been punished on His
body. It was finished. Once more, Jesus called out, “father, | give You My life.” And then our saviour, let
Himself die.

They wrapped his broken body with cloth and brought Him to the tomb. Then, a huge stone was rolled
in front of the tomb. Soldiers stood guard to make sure that no one could go in or come out. Inside the
tomb, Jesus’ body lay silent and still. Jesus’ friends wept. Tears flowed don their cheeks. How could their
best friend be dead? They didn’t know what to do. Is this how the story ends? With sadness and tears?

Of course not! God had a perfect plan. Before the sun came up on the third day after Jesus died, God
sent an angel to roll away the heavy stone in front of the tomb. When some women went to the tomb,
Jesus’ body was gone! “Where’s my Lord?” Mary Magdalene wept. “where did they take Him?”
Suddenly, an angel appeared before her, shining like lighting. She was afraid, but the angel said, “Don’t
be scared. Jesus is not here. He is alive!” Mary turned around, and there was Jesus, standing in front of
her! Her heart filled with joy, and suddenly she was laughing and crying all at once. Jesus smiled. “Go,
tell the others | am alive,” he said. As Mary ran towards the city, a song was in her heart and on her lips.
Jesus had told them the truth he would die and rise again on the third day. He was alive! The end.

Rock kids, say with me “Jesus is alive!” And because Jesus is alive, the story of His pain and suffering at
the cross is not a story of death and defeat. No, because Jesus is alive, we have the victory. Our saviour
Jesus has conquered the grave! Because we believe in Him, we have eternal life. Because his body was
broken for us, His health and His healing are ours to claim. Because His blood washes away our sins, we
can say, “I am the righteousness of God in Christ.” The Bible says in john 15:13, “There is no greater love
than this — to give up your life for your friends.” Jesus showed us the greatest love of all. He willingly
gave up His life so that we can live. This Resurrection Sunday, let’s stand a little bit taller, and hold our
heads up a little higher. Jesus died so that we could live the champion lives He paid for us to live.
Because of Jesus, we are blessed, blessed, blessed! Thank You, Lord, for loving us so much!



Rock kids, we are so glad that you could join us today! Right now, | want to pray over you. And as | pray,
| want you to see that the Lord is there to meet every need in your life, because He loves you so much.
You can close your eyes and just lift up your hands as | pray over you. “Thank You, Jesus, that You love
us so much. Thank You, Lord, that Your love drives out every fear and worry.” If any of you are having a
difficulty in school, that is making you feel anxious or afraid — it could be your friends, your teachers, or
maybe even a subject — that is given you a difficult time. There may even be days that you don’t want to
go to school because of this. Right now, | want you to see Jesus taking away the fear and anxiety in your
heart. He is giving you His boldness, favour and wisdom to know what to do. Thank You, Jesus, that Your
love and presence is with every child. You are causing them to be bold and courageous. Fear be gone in
Jesus’ name. fill them right now with Your favour and wisdom, and cause all that they do not prosper. In
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

Rock kids, the next time you feel anxious, | want you to see Jesus right there with you. Say, “Jesus is with
me. He loves me, He make me strong, He will surely help me. Amen!” Hey, Rock kids, if you have
received your breakthrough, do write in to share your testimony with us! Hey rock kids, let’s take a look
at this week’s memory verse. You might want to highlight this in your Bibles. The first time you watch
me say it. The second time, you repeat after me. And the third time, we will say it together. You ready?
Here we go! John 3: 16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died,
was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my
sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my
Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In
Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”
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